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On Sunday, May 20, we had a spirit-filled celebration of 
Pentecost and culminating re-dedication of our newly 
remodeled spaces. Gratitude was shared with those who 
gave to Beyond the Building: Believing in the Future 
project. Thank yous were shared with those who worked on the project 
through construction, design and inviting donors to participate. I would like to 
add our deep thanks to Tom Stritecky and Jennifer Larsen, co-chairs of Beyond 
the Building: Believing in the Future. It was through their leadership and 
hard work that we completed the remodeling of our chapel, Wesley Dining Hall, 
Multi-Purpose Room and Fireplace Room as well as upgrades and replacements 
of our air conditioning and boilers! Thanks be to God for His indescribable gifts!

Our next sermon series will be based on Hebrews 11, “Hall of Faith”. We will be 
looking at the faithful biblical characters from the Old Testament to experience 
the gift and power of faith. In addition to our regular worship hours we will 
be adding our summer outdoor services at Leif Ericson Day Camp at 9:30 a.m. 
starting Sun, June 3.

Lastly, part of the United Methodist experience of faith and worship is the 
gathering of delegates to attend the Dakotas Annual Conference. This year it’s 
in Sioux Falls Wed, June 6 - Sat, June 9. Please be in prayer for Bill and Judy Hoff, 
Mary Jane Richardson, Connie Colwill, Carol Flynn, Curtis Mittendorf, Nancy 
Hallenbeck, Sheri Meister, and our pastoral staff as we represent First UMC this 
year. We pray that God will guide and lead us into new life and vitality as United 
Methodist Churches and people in the Dakotas. 

As we enter the more relaxing season of summer please make worship a faithful 
commitment to your spiritual life each week. 

EQUIPPING the SAINTS
with Senior Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

The July Here @ First newsletter 
information and articles are 
due by 4:30 pm, Tuesday, June 19. 
The June newsletter will be mailed 
on Wednesday, June 27. Please  
email your information to Pam  
Knuth at knuthp@sfumc.org

S.A.G.E.S. — Senior Adults 
Growing, Exploring, Serving

S.A.G.E.S. meets the second Wednesday of each month in 
the Wesley Dining Hall. A catered meal is served followed by 
devotions and a program. All adults are invited to come and 
join this educational and fun loving group.

The June program will be presented by McCrossan Boys 
Ranch. The catered meal will be broasted chicken, potato 
salad and baked beans.

PLEASE NOTE: The $6 noon meal reservation deadline is 
Monday, June 11, at 4 p.m. Please call the church office at 
336-3652 to RSVP.

Wednesday, June 13
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Urgent Help Needed For 
UMCOR School Kits

Each year we hang colorful bags on the pews in August to 
help people collect items for the UMCOR School kits. 

We have had quite a stash of them, but fortunately because 
of your generous support for the UMCOR School Kits, our 
supply has dwindled to about 5 bags. In the past we have 
donated between 150-200 school kits each year, so you can 
see we have a dilemma. 

Our church has been a long supporter of UMCOR, so   
I know we can do this, but we are running out of time.  

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
•  Donate money for material or purchase material.
•  Help cut out patterns of the school bags.
•  Sew those colorful school bags together. 

There are directions for the school bags in the office.

If you have questions, contact Mary Jane Richardson 
at maryjane@sio.midco.net or 605-940-1414. 

Thank you for your support of this important project to help 
children in this country have the supplies they need  
for school. 

Let’s Go Golfing! 
First UMC 

Summer Golf League
Spring Creek Golf Course

Let’s put the tools we learned 
from Unbinding Your Heart to 

work on the golf course!

 Tuesdays, 6:30pm
June 19 – Aug 14

$20 to walk 9 holes each week 
or $31 with a cart per person

Format and scoring rules 
in placeby 1st week.

THIS IS HOW IT WORKS:  
2 persons sign up… then they ask 2 
friends outside of FUMC to make a 
4-some! The invited 2 people can 

change every week or remain the same.

Questions? 
Contact Pam Knuth 
knuthp@sfumc.org



Bishop Dudley House
Our June Mission of the  Month is 
The Bishop Dudley Hospitality House. 

Text SFUMC to 77977 to give, 
or note MOM in the memo of   
your check.

Whisperings from the Library 
by Cynthia McConniel, Librarian

First Church Family 
HOSPITALZED

Keith Brown, Ruth Thorsheim, Matie Heesch,  
Alanzo Johnson, Katie Crisp, Thomas Raines,  
Shirley Anderson, Chelsey Lemme, Riley Lemme, 
Marion Manning, Linda Schneekloth,  Harold Miller, 
Shirley Ullom, Jerry Nelson

HOSPICE

Delbert Heesch

DEATHS

Doris Orcutt (grandmother of Craig (Kathleen) 
Martens), Leoris Fallon, Pricilla Hoppel

April Attendance
4/09  — 429
5/06  — 447
5/13  — 542
5/20  — 435

Nightwatch
Did you know that First 
UMC is now serving a 
Nightwatch meal on 
the 4th Monday of each 
month from the Hayward 
Elementary Parking lot? This 
new location has proven to fill a large need  — serving 
almost 90 individuals, mostly children, last month! 

The Sunday morning Nightwatch ministry continues 
to feed those in need right here in our church 
neighborhood. And we are continuing to see a 
rise in numbers each week and anticipate this 
trend to continue as the weather gets nicer. 

We are in need of volunteers to help serve these meals! 
Serving takes about an hour commitment and is fairly 
simple – someone does the grocery shopping and 
cooking for you; all you need to do is get one or two 
family members or friends to help serve the meal! 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare one of these 
meals, we have opportunities for that as well. 

If you are interested in helping with this ministry, 
please stop by the Information Center to sign up or 
email Bre at whiteb@sfumc.org.    

Back to School Drives
Throughout the summer months, different drives will be 
held to collect necessities for Kidstop children as they 
begin a new school year next fall. 

Thank you for your May donations! We’ll continue to 
take gently used or new elementary aged clothing 
throughout the summer.  

JUNE — “We Got Your Back”
Donate new or gently used backpacks. Put donations in 
the box next to the Information Center.  

Triple F: Food, Fellowship & Fun
Triple F will meet Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  
to take in the Sculpture Walk. 

We will meet at Palour Ice Cream House at Washington 
Square (across from the Washington Pavilion). After the 
walk we will enjoy ice cream! You’re welcome to bring  
a friend!

RSVP to either:
•  Shirley and Doug Erickson: ericksonds@sio.midco.net    
•  Shields: ardenjuneshields@yaoo.com

Thank You to 
our Funeral 

Team! 
Who graciously 

serve families and 
have some fun in 
the kitchen too.

Youth Summer Events
We ended this year with a bang with a 
lock in and some volunteering within the 
church. We had nearly as many guests 
helping out as we did church members! 
And we’re not done yet; this summer will 
be filled with fun activities and events. Here 
are some of what the youth have to look 
forward to (besides the mission trips, of course!).

• July 25 — Scavenger Hunt at Sertoma Park
 We did this last year at Falls Park and the kids had a 

blast! It was also our second most guest attended 
event, and we hope to top it this year!

• August 17 and 18 — Thunder Road Lock In
 Last year this was our most attended event by both 

church kids and guests. There is nothing more fun than 
racing around on go carts all night!

Women’s Indoor Picnic
We are inviting all women of the church to join us for 
an indoor picnic meeting, July 11, 6 p.m., in the Wesley 
Dining Hall. 

The program will be on the mission trips our youth and 
parents took to Fargo, ND and Puerto Rico. This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about the mission projects 
they were a part of in these two areas of the world. 

There will be more details soon, but circle July 11 on  
your calendar and make plans now to attend. If you  
have any questions, contact Mary Jane Richardson at 
maryjane@sio.midco.net or 605-940-1414.  

Finally the lazy days of summer 
seem are here. Visions of 
afternoons laying in the warm 
sun catching up on your reading 
— so many choices, so little time. 
Do you gather up your tablet or 
other e-reader as you head out for 
adventure, or are you more a traditionalist 
that craves the smell of ink on paper and 
the roughness of the paper between your 
fingers? Such a quiet epic battle rages on. In the day of 
instant access and modern technology have books and 
libraries fallen away with VHS tapes, and fax machines? 
Will they become a place of myth and legend? Of days 
gone by? 

One of my favorite hobbies is classic movies. Lately I saw 
the Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn movie The Desk 
Set. It was funny to me how even then during the very 
early years of computers and technology people feared 
becoming obsolete and losing their jobs. So, which is 
better, the electronic devices or the traditional books? 

E-readers or tablets are great for the fact that you can 
have an entire library at your fingertips any hour of 
the day or night. However, it is not wise to use them 
before bed. The artificial light from light-emitting 
readers disrupts sleep by reducing the production of the 
sleep hormone melatonin, which in turn reduces your 
productivity. E-readers do help people with poor eyesight 
and even dyslexia by being able to change the font size 
and space of the text.

A small study with Norway’s Stavanger University showed 
that students who read from a book tended to remember 
material better than when they read the same material 
from electronic devices. Being a traditionalist there is the 
whole smell and feel of a book in your hands and seeing 
the actual progress being made with the turn of every 
page. There is also the fact you never have to wait for a 
book to download, batteries to charge, or whether or not 
you have decent internet access to be able to read.

So, no, I do not believe that libraries and books will 
disappear anytime soon. Change? Yes. But there is room 
on the shelf for both modern technology and traditional 
reading. Because in the end it is not how you read 
that matters, or even what you read, but that reading 
makes you who you are. So, grab a book or two or your 
electronic device of choice and head out and enjoy the 
weather, come what may. 

Till then, we will see you in the stacks.

Men’s Ministry Season Opener 
Wednesday, August 22
The Men’s Ministry event is approaching! So make sure 
you have it marked down along with your guest(s)!  

We have confirmed that we will be meeting at Leif 
Ericson again, as we have in past, and are hoping for a big 
crowd for our meal and program.  

Bishop Bruce Ough will be sharing some thoughts for us 
among other things. Watch for additional updates, but 
make sure you are planning around this special date for 
all of the men and boys in our congregation and beyond!
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1 2 

3 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 (communion) 
Golf Tournament 2pm 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Wedded Band 11:30am 
 

7 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Ministry at Gospel Mission 8pm 
 

8 9 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Team Build 
8:30am 
 

10 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
 

11 
Staff Parish 
Meeting 5:30pm 
UMW Local 
Agency 
Meeting 6pm 

12 
Library Board 
meeting 6pm 

13 
SAGES 11:30am 
 

14 
UMW Mission Team Meeting 6pm 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

15 16 
 

17 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
IMPACT Fargo Mission 
Trip Departure 

18 
 

19 
Serve the Banquet 
(downtown) 5:30am 
 

20 
 

21 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
Nancy Circle 7pm 
IMPACT Fargo mission Trip team 
returns 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
 

25 
Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 5:30pm 
Connect First 
Meeting 6pm 
Next 
Generation 
Meeting 7pm 

26 
Serve the Banquet 
West 4:30pm 
Trustees 5:30pm 
Church Council 
7pm  
 

27 
Media Mailing Team 1pm 
 

28 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Nightwatch Quarterly Meeting 6:30pm 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

29 30 
Puerto Rico 
Mission 
Trip 
Departure 
 

June 2018

Calling golfers of all ages and abilities to our 

15th Annual Golf Fellowship!
Each year, the AMEN’s Fellowship Group of First UMC hosts a golf outing to 

benefit student missions and outreach projects. 

Join us June 3 at Spring Creek golf course. The cost is $50 per golfer. 
You can organize your own team, or we can do it for you.  

Contact Steve Quincey for details and to sign up, or sign up at the information desk. 

FELLOWSHIP is the name of the game, but will your team name be added to our traveling trophy?



We are again joining area United Methodist Churches to fight hunger and poverty 
locally and globally. The event features a variety of food stations, a bakery and activities 
for kids. Spread the word and bring a friend!

Here’s how you can help!
• BAKERY ITEMS — Any and all baked goods are welcome. Bring packaged and ready to sell. 

Drop off at the church on Friday or bring to Southern Hills before 11 a.m. on Saturday (church 
will be open at 8:30 a.m.)

ALL proceeds from the Mission Café and Bakery go to these three projects…
1. DAKOTAS HUNGER GRANTS — Last year we distributed more than $11,000 to 17 programs 

serving free, hot meals in communities across the Dakotas. 

2. UMCOR WORLD HUNGER AND POVERTY PROGRAM — Through the World Hunger/Poverty 
program, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) not only supplies food for 
hungry people, but also helps poor countries move forward with development. Seeds, tools 
and training are provided to enable people to grow their own food. This program combines 
immediate crisis relief (food, clothing and medical supplies) with long-term solutions (clean 
water, immunizations, enhanced agriculture and advocacy for appropriate public policies) to 
bring hope to people in despair. In the US, UMCOR assists states and communities through 
disaster relief efforts. And ALL donations go directly to the designated UMCOR project;   
there are NO administrative costs applied to donations. For more information, go to   
http://www.umcor.org/. 

3. UMC GLOBAL HEALTH — Global Ministries’ vision of abundant health for all focuses on 
efforts to promote physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. The Global Health unit aims 
to “create abundant health in economically vulnerable communities by protecting children 
and disadvantaged adults from preventable causes of death and disease.” To achieve this we 
partner with thousands of communities and health workers through our community-based 
health programs, while also supporting more than 300 United Methodist hospitals and clinics 
throughout the world.

Questions? 
Contact Mary Jane Richardson at 

maryjane@sio.midco.net or 605-940-1414.
 

Help us alleviate hunger 
locally and globally!

Saturday, September 29, 2018
10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Southern Hills UMC
3400 East 49th Street

Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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