
Puerto Rico Mission Trip FAQs 
 

 
How much will it cost? Short answer: 900-950, after fundraising 
 
As of right now we are waiting on airlines for a final tally of cost and it’s hard to 
get a final price of flights when we don’t know for sure how many people are 
going. $1500 is the number that has been floating around the youth ministry 
department. This number is BEFORE any fundraising. If we get all 60 spots filled, 
and if we deplete the money in the bank that was set aside from the recent Turkey 
Diners, that number drops to around 900-950. That number can be lowered with 
the help of the youth group! We are selling stylish coffee mugs and Flyboy Donuts. 
If we sell out the coffee mugs, that will drop the cost by 50 dollars per person and 
Flyboy donuts gives us 30% of the sales from those gift cards! With a bit of hard 
work, we can get that price even lower. 
 
What will we be doing while we’re there? Short answer: Children’s 
ministry, Service projects/ construction, Worship, and Mercy Ministry. 
 
The following is straight from the Praying Pelican website: Children’s ministry 
Minister to young children through leading VBS and/or puppets, crafts, Bible 
stories, sports, skits, and interactive games. Service Projects/ Construction Live 
out the gospel through your work on various projects from painting, roofing, 
cement work, tiling, or whatever projects are needed in the community. Worship/ 
Church Ministry Worship alongside a local church and participate by providing 
special music, sermons, testimonies, or help lead Sunday School. Mercy Ministry 
Be the hands and feet of Christ as you visit and minister to those that others may 
have forgotten in orphanages, hospitals, prisons, senior centers, shut-ins, etc. 
 
I know some of this sounds intimidating, however I have been told by our Praying 
Pelican representative, Kevin, that we will be playing to each of our spiritual 
strengths. If you are better at children’s ministry, you’ll find yourself working with 
kids more often. If you are better at construction types of ministry, you’ll be 
working on service projects more often.  
 
(Something I really want to stress): if you go on this mission trip, you will at 
some point be uncomfortable. If you feel the need to go on this mission trip, you 
are being called by God to make people who are possibly suffering, comfortable, 
which why we do it. To ease the suffering of the Imago Dei (the image of God). 



Matt 25:40 - Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have 
done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it 
for me.’ 
 
Why don’t we know for sure what the cost will be? Short 
answer: we don’t have a final count on attendance, therefore cannot yet book a 
flight. 
 
Because we don’t have a final count on how many people want to go, we don’t 
have a final price. We can estimate (see first question), but airline prices vary so 
much from day-to-day that until we lock in that flight, we can’t give a for sure 
answer. 
 
Why don’t we know for sure what we’re doing there? There is 
no short answer… 
 
The island is so devastated and so much work needs to be done that the need 
changes constantly. I know for sure that our work will not deviate from what was 
stated above. 
 
Where will we be staying?  
 
There is a United Methodist Women’s camp on the southern part of the island, in a 
region called Guayama. This is where we will be spending our nights and where 
we will unpack the day’s happenings and see where God has touched the lives of 
the people we helped and how God is working in our lives as we bring some relief 
to his kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
What utilities will we have? Last I heard, we do have running water in 
the women’s camp. As of right now, the women’s camp does not have electricity, 
but Kevin (the Praying Pelican representative) was pretty confident that we would 
have power at the women’s camp by the time that we got there. We will get an 
update on the power situation as the time comes closer.  
 



What if we don’t have power at the women’s camp by the 
time we get there?   
 
We go primitive! We get to grow closer together as a group. We light a fire on the 
beach sing praises to God for work that was done that day and pray for the work to 
be done the next day. As stated above, we will know more the closer we get to 
leaving for the trip. If we have to, we don’t turn on our phones for more than an 
hour a day and have portable battery banks and take pictures on an old point and 
shoot camera that takes double A batteries. We will make it work, by God’s grace. 
 
What will we be eating? Short answer: Traditional Puerto Rican food. 
 
Puerto Rican food is similar to Mexican food with a bit of African, American, and 
Latin thrown in. It’s heavily based on rice and beans with your typical beasts of 
burden (beef, pork, lamb), chicken, and fish. If you have some sort of food allergy, 
or if you are vegetarian or vegan, Praying Pelican has you covered and will make 
sure that everyone has a full belly at the end of a meal.  
 
What if there is an emergency? Short answer: We are covered. 
 
Praying Pelican has people nearby that can handle small to medium sized 
emergencies. If there is some kind of high level emergency, the people that handle 
the smaller emergencies can keep you stable on the way to San Juan, where you 
will receive medical attention like that of the mainland USA.  
 
 
That’s all I can think of.  
 
If there is a question that you did not see on this FAQs sheet, please don’t hesitate 
to ask Curtis at mittendorfc@sfumc.org or Andrea at 
johnsona@sfumc.org. If we cannot answer your question fully, we will try 
our best to find the information for you! 
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