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***Prayers for the Puerto Rico Mission trip participants*** 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 (communion) 
 

2 
 

3 
Church office 
closes at noon 
 

4 
Church office is closed  

5 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
 
 

6 
Puerto 
Rico 
Mission 
Trip 
returns 

7 

8 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 

9 
Staff Parish 
Meeting 5:30pm 
 

10 
 

11 
SAGES 11:30am 
UMW Local Agency Meeting 6pm 
 

12 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
 

13 14 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Team Build 
8:30am 
 

15 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
Ministry at Trail Ridge 
2:30pm 
 

16 
United 
Childcare & 
Preschool 
Board Meeting 
5:30pm 

17 
Serve the Banquet 
(downtown) 5:30am 
Library Board 
Meeting 6pm 

18 
Women’s Summer Book Study 6:30pm 
 

19 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 
 

20 21 
 

22 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
Triple F 5:30pm 

23 
Foundation 
Meeting 4pm 
Finance 
Meeting 5:30pm 
Next 
Generation 
Meeting 7pm 

24 
Serve the Banquet 
West 4:30pm 
Trustees 5:30pm 
Church Council 
7pm  
 

25 
Media Mailing Team 1pm 
Ice Cream Social 4:30pm 
Women’s Summer Book Study 6:30pm 
 

26 
The Light Band Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
 

30 
 

31 
 

    



Nightwatch
Did you know that First UMC 
is now serving a Nightwatch 
meal on the 4th Monday of 
each month from the Hayward 
Elementary Parking lot? 

This new location has 
proven to fill a large need 
 — serving almost 90 individuals, mostly children, last month! 

The Sunday morning Nightwatch ministry continues to feed 
those in need right here in our church neighborhood. And 
we are continuing to see a rise in numbers each week and 
anticipate this trend to continue as the weather gets nicer. 

We are in need of volunteers to help serve these meals! Serving 
takes about an hour commitment and is fairly simple – someone 
does the grocery shopping and cooking for you; all you need to do 
is get one or two family members or friends to help serve the meal! 

If you would like to volunteer to prepare one of these 
meals, we have opportunities for that as well. 

If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please 
stop by the Information Center to sign up or email Bre at 
whiteb@sfumc.org.    

Change in UMCOR School Kits  
UMCOR has changed their requirements for the UMCOR School Kits this 
year. We no longer need the cloth bags! The School Kits will now be 
packed in 2 gallon Ziploc Bags. Any cloth bags that have already been 
made can be brought to the church office and they will be donated to the 
Out in Faith Ministry in Williston ND.  

In July, we will collect the items for the school kits, please note there are 
some changes in what is in the kit too, they now want the notebooks and 
loose leaf paper. We have plenty of pencils on hand, so we do not need 
to collect the pencils this year. Please mark them for UMCOR.

Please drop off at the church office
• One pair blunt scissors
  Round tip only
   No plastic scissors

• One box of 24 crayons
  Only 24-count boxes are accepted

• Three one-subject notebooks
  No marble composition books
  No 3 or 5-subject notebooks

• One pack of loose-leaf paper
  100-200 page packets are acceptable
  Wide or college rule accepted

• One hand-held pencil sharpener
  1-inch or longer
  Remove from packaging

• One ruler
  12 inches or 30 centimeters long
  Sturdy or flexible material accepted

• One eraser
  Two inches or larger

• One two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag
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It doesn’t seem possible, but we are 
closing in on the 4th of July! It seems 
like summer is sure going quickly. Here 
at First UMC, we are in full summer 
ministry programming mode. Along 
with our regular Sunday morning 
worship times we have added our 9:30 
worship at Leif Ericson. We have two 
groups on mission trips this summer. 
One team was up in Fargo, ND, June 
17 - 21, being in ministry through Fargo 
IMPACT. Our team is doing ministry 
among those in need in the Fargo 
area. Our other mission team with 34 
youth and adults will be headed to 
Puerto Rico June 30 - July 6. We held 
a commitment/dedication for both 
teams on June 17. Please surround our 
mission teams with your prayers.

The second week of June our clergy 
and lay members attended Annual 
Conference where we shared in 
inspiring worship and experienced 
renewal as the people called 
Methodists in the Dakotas to be 
in mission and ministry together. 

Pastor Bob and Pastor Taylor were 
reappointed to be the pastors of First 
UMC. An exciting part of the Annual 
Conference was our church receiving 
the “The Multiplying Leaders Award” in 
recognition of our 11 a.m. “The Light” 
worship and the young visionaries that 
are leading that effort. Kudos to Pastor 
Taylor and his team for continuing 
to grow and strengthen “The Light” 
worship service. Our team came home 
inspired to continue to grow in faith 
and ministry!

Just a gentle reminder of our faithful 
giving to God through our church. At 
the end of May, our expenses are at 
41% of budget which is right on target 
for the end of May. However, on the 
income side we are at 32% or about 
$30,000 behind where we should be 
for our income. Please make every 
effort to catch up on your giving if you 
are behind. If you haven’t made a gift 
to God through the church, please 
use one of our convenient ways to 
make your gift soon. In early July, we 

will be sending 
out financial 
statements. Please 
make every effort 
to be at 50% of 
your gifts given by then. If you have 
questions or need more information 
do not hesitate to contact Pastor Bob, 
Tami Prostrollo or Sarah Callahan. We 
thank each of you for your faithful 
giving to God through our church!

We know summer is filled with 
weekend activities, but I would 
encourage all of us to keep faithful in 
our worship time each week. Our Hall 
of Faith sermon series has sparked 
good conversation on growing in 
our faith in God. If you are unable to 
attend, check us out online on Sunday 
mornings or listen to the sermon 
during the week through our website 
www.sfumc.org. 

Blessings,

EQUIPPING the SAINTS with Senior Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

The Aug Here @ First newsletter 
information and articles are 
due by 4:30 pm, Tuesday, July 17. 
The Aug newsletter will be mailed 
on Wednesday, July 25. Please  
email your information to Pam  
Knuth at knuthp@sfumc.org

S.A.G.E.S. — Senior Adults 
Growing, Exploring, Serving

S.A.G.E.S. met on June 13 with 30 adults attending. A very 
informative program was presented by McCrossan Boys 
Ranch. 

Our next meeting will be July 11 and the program will be 
Church on the Street by Rebel Hurd.

PLEASE NOTE: The $6 noon meal reservation deadline is 
Monday, June 19, at 4 p.m. Please call the church office at 
336-3652 to RSVP.

Wednesday, July 11
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Wedded Band
Wedded Band met June 6 at the Royal Fork 
Restaurant with guest Pastor Andrea Johnson 
sharing her job responsibilties and journey 
in becoming an ordained clergy.

Other guests were Pastors Bob Reudebusch and 
Ron Olson. We are grateful they could join us. We 
look forward to Pastor Ron’s ministering with our 
congregation in a part-time position, as our group 
watched him grow up, supported his mission in 
New Guinea, and now has come to serve his home 
church. Welcome Ron, Michelle and Maija!

Wedded Band will not meet in July but will meet 
in the church August 1 with Ginny Stadum and 
Pastor Bob and Paula Reudebusch hosting. 

Our plans for the September 5 meeting are being 
solidified and will include meeting at Good Earth 
State Park with Rod and Doris Gist hosting. 

We invite you to join our fellowship group 
that meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, March through December



Whisperings from the Library 
by Cynthia McConniel, Librarian

First Church Family 
HOSPITALZED

Louise Smith, James Colwill, Linda Schneekloth,
Carolyn Healy, Diana Meyer, Marcia Steele,
Keith Brown, Ricky Smmok, Dorthea Kurtenbach,
Matie Heesch

HOSPICE

Del Heesch

DEATHS

Russ Wagner, Doris Orcutt (grandmother of Craig 
(Kathleen) Martens), Patricia Moore

BAPTISM 
Aubrey Jordan Smith (daughter of Luke and Kassidi 
Smith), Camille Delaney Kaufmann (daughter of Ben  
and Molly Kaufmann)

May / June  Finanicals as of May 31
Attendance

05/27 —  254
06/03 —  381
06/10 —  393
06/17 —  369

Triple F: Food, Fellowship & Fun
Our July Triple F will be 5:30 p.m., Sunday, July 22, at 
Thunder Road, 201 N Kiwanis. When we are done playing 
goofy golf we’ll go to Dairy Queen for ice cream. 

RSVP to either:
•  Dan and Beckie Kaufmann at dbkauf@sio.midco.net    
•  Roger and Janet Wehde at wehderj@midco.net

Read on…Don’t miss this!
June Shields pleads, “we are in need of someone to be in 
charge of August.”

Women’s Bible Study
We finished for the year on May 23 with viewing a video 
on the book of Isaiah which we covered this year and 
then had food to celebrate a good year.

Because of the construction we were moved a few times 
but always managed to get our study done. We ended 
the year with about 20+ ladies which was great!  

Please come join us on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
starting in September!!

UMC Summer Gathering
Wednesday, July 11, 6 p.m.

Wesley Dining Hall

United Methodist Women is sponsoring a summer 
gathering to celebrate this year’s successful mission trips. 
Please join us for entertainment and presentations by 
mission trip participants. 

Supper will be served at a cost of $5 to be collected 
that night. We need a meal count in advance, so please 
contact the church office by July 9 and let them know 
you will be attending. The menu is herbed roast chicken, 
salads, dinner rolls, cookies and bars.

Lydia Project
General Conference of the United Methodist is going to 
be in Minneapolis in 2020. 

The Host Operations Team has developed a special 
hospitality imitative that will make a wonderful impact 
on our guests. They intend to greet every delegate, 
bishop and spouse with a handmade scarf to serve not 
only as a memento of General Conference, but also as 
a practical solution to air conditioned rooms. For many 
of the delegates they will experience a 20-30 degree 
temperature drop when they arrive in Minneapolis from 
their home. 

This is where we come in, they are planning to have 
10,000 purple hand knit or crocheted scarves. The scarves 
are going to be Royal Purple, think Minnesota Vikings 
or Prince, no lavender and no variegated yarn. The yarn 
needs to be acrylic and please wash the scarf after it is 
made. As you are making the scarves, please pray for the 
General Conference 2020 and the recipient of your scarf. 

The suggested knit and crocheted patterns are in the 
church office. The scarves need to be about 6-7 inches 
wide and 60 inches long, fringe is optional, but be sure 
the scarf is 60 inches long before the fringe is added. 
There are also tags in the office to complete and attach 
to the scarf with purple yarn. Once the scarves are made 
and laundered, they need to be put in a 1 gallon Ziploc 
bag and brought to the church office. We will store them 
at church and take them to Annual Conference next year. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Jane 
Richardson at 940-1414 or maryjane@sio.midco.net. 

Thank you for your participation in the example of 
radical hospitality! 

One of the best parts of doing child 
care in my home is reading to the 
young people in our care. They 
love nothing more than to cuddle 
up and read book after book. Every 
month we receive a new shipment 
of children’s books from the Siouxland 
Libraries delivered by volunteers. The 
children tear into the tub of books as if it 
was Christmas morning. They spend the 
first few hours sitting with the books just looking at the 
pictures pretending to read trying to decide which ones 
we will read first. 

Recently in our tub there was a chart included from the 
1,000 Books to Read Before Kindergarten. Now we 
track every book we read during the day. When we reach 
our first 100 books out of the 1,000 we return the chart 
to the public library for a prize. You can help your child 
who has not yet gone to Kindergarten reach their reading 
goals at www.1000booksbeforekindergarten.org. There 
is even an app for you and your child to track the books 
you’re reading.

Another great reading list that started over Memorial Day 
Weekend is The Great American Read, where you can 
vote for your favorite book out of the top 100 books that 
were recommended. It was fun to watch this program 
launch on PBS. The show not only had celebrities endorse 
their favorite books but told a little bit about the book 
to entice you to read it. You can find their complete list 
of books to vote on at http://www.pbs.org/the-great-
american-read/home/.

If these two lists and reading programs aren’t enough, 
our church has their own reading program within the 
library called the United Methodist Women’s Reading 
Program. There are great books covering Mission 
Education, Spiritual Growth, Leadership Development, 
Social Acton, and Nurturing Community. People are 
encouraged to read at least 1 book from each area before 
the end of the program August 15. The best part is there 
are number of children’s books and young adult books 
that parents can read with their children. All people 
completing the program receive a certificate and special 
recognition. The books we have for the reading program 
can be found in the church office while the library is 
under construction. 

I challenge you to take sometime to read this summer. It 
could change the world or at least your little corner of it. 

Till then, we will see you in the stacks.

Men’s Ministry
Guys’ Steak Dinner in the Park 

(aka Season Opener) 
Wednesday, August 22, 5 - 8 p.m. 

Leif Ericson Park
$10 adults / $6 - 12 and under

Bishop Bruce Ough will be our featured speaker with 
a message especially for our group! Our goal is to re-
engage our men and youth as the summer draws to a 
close. Invite your father, grandfather, sons and grandsons 
to join you. We’re reaching out to other Methodist 
Churches to encourage their men and youth to join  
us as well. 

We’ll be serving hot dogs for guests preferring an 
alternative to the steak dinner. Tickets are available at  
the church office and online at www.sfumc.org. 

Make sure this fun event is blocked out on your 
schedule and get your tickets today!

Annual Ice Cream Social!
July 25, 4:30 -6:30 p.m. 

The menu will be Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Baked Beans, 
Coleslaw, Chips, Lemonade and of course Ice Cream and 
Cookies. This is a great excuse to eat ice cream for a good 
cause. The donation for the meal will help us with our 
contribution to United Methodist Committee on Relief 
this year. We hope to see you there!  

Actual                    Budget

32%

41% 41% 41%
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to Andrea  
Johnson on your ordination 
into the Evangelical Covenant 
Church from all of us at 
First Church.
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