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Nightwatch
We are serving 
breakfast every 
Sunday morning 
in our parking lot 
from 9–10 a.m. 
This is a great 
opportunity for 
you and a couple 
of friends or your 
family to show 
hospitality to the 
families in our neighborhood. 
Sign up at the Information Center.

December Advent T hank You!!
by Pastor Andrea Johnson

• The spaghetti dinner and tree lighting that we shared with 
Church on the Street was a great success! Thank you to all that 
helped make that evening a reality. One of the highlights of the 
evening for me was seeing the eyes of the children as they saw 
the huge tree light up…such joy and awe in the young ones!

• Game night was a night full of activity, excitement and enjoyment. 
We had about 75 people come to play some Christmas themed games, 
do crafts, enjoy popcorn and a Christmas movie. Ask Curtis, our youth 
director, about the fun bonding time he had with a new little friend. 

• The Christmas program involved 10 readers, 32 costumed people   
of all ages, 2 costumers, the children’s choir, Pastor Taylor leading us  
all in some carols and April Lovrien pulling it all together. 

 If you missed it, you missed a great time! But don’t 
dismay, it was recorded. Let me know if you want to see 
what fun the program was. (johnsona@sfumc.org) 

We followed up the program with delicious 
Christmas cookies. Thanks to all of you that  
brought in cookies that were enjoyed   
throughout the month. 

It is truly a joy to serve here at First UMC!

There is always a bit of excitement upon entering 
a new year. We’ve had a wonderful year here at 
First UMC. As we review last year, we see that we 
have made great strides in enhancing our facility.  
Presently, we are completing the Chapel and Round Table Room  
remodel. Over the first part of the new year we will be upgrading   
the Multi-Purpose Room and the Fireplace Room. Thank you again   
for your generous gifts to make this possible.

In light of our trust gift from the Leopard family we can continue into 
phase two of our projects. We will relocate the Library to the main level of 
the church, remodel the Cry Room/Memorial Room into a new updated 
nursery and then move the children and youth ministry offices to where 
the present library is located. Lastly, we will be doing some major roof 
replacements to strengthen the overall structure of the church.

In many ways, our lives are very busy. The Bible offers to us words of 
wisdom and encouragement in the ways we are to bring balance to 
our lives. On Sunday, January 14 we are starting our next sermon series, 
“Finding Rest in a Restless World”. Jesus offers us peace. Jesus can  
lift our burdens and bring us balance in our lives. We look forward in 
growing in faith as we find rest and peace through Jesus. 

I look forward to seeing you in worship.
Blessings and Happy New Year,

EQUIPPING the SAINTS
by Senior Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

Congregational Care
by Pastor Bill Schmeling

If you’re looking for an opportunity to 
serve and to learn more about others 
who are associated with First UMC, 
then this is the place for you. 

Our Congregational Care Team includes our 
Pastors and members of our church. We visit 
those who are in the hospital every day and 
one of our Pastors is on call 24 hours a day. 

In addition, we make regular visits to 
approximately 50 of our members who are 
no longer physically able to attend church. 
These individuals are home-bound or are in 
nursing homes. Many of these individuals 
were baptized, confirmed, married and 
raised their families in our church. 

Our church of today was built on the care 
and service of these loving members.  

 

If you would like to take part in this important 
ministry, and visit and get to know one or 
more of these individuals on an ongoing 
basis, please call the church office and ask 
to be contacted about this opportunity.

You may also contact me directly 
at PastorBill@sfumc.org.



Whisperings from the Library 
by Cynthia McConniel, Librarian

2017 Men’s Ministry Update
by Don Ditmanson

In 2017 we made a strong effort to reach all the 
men of our church. It’s important for our church 
to recognize and extend an opportunity for men 
to learn and receive Jesus Christ into their lives. 

Here are four men’s groups and activities that offer that 
opportunity: Higgins Bible Study, AMen’s Fellowship, 
Men of Integrity and the Annual Season Opener. While 
these groups reach out to men for involvement there 
are many opportunities to study and become involved.

Higgins Bible Study is composed of mostly senior 
men who are studying the Book of Acts. It’s a study of 
the beginning of the Christian Church describing the 
struggles and dedication of Jesus Christ’s disciples. This 
study meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays from 
8-9 a.m. For more information contact Don Ditmanson 
at 331-0512, or leave your name at the church office.

AMen’s Fellowship is composed of men of all ages. The 
leadership and discussion groups are shared by each 
member of this group and offer a wide variety of topics. 
This group meets the first and third Wednesdays from 
7-8 a.m. For more information contact Dave Eiesland 
at 254-7095, or leave your name at the church office.

Men of Integrity is a safe place to discuss lifes 
issues and challenges in a faith based approach. If 
you are a listener, a thinker, or want to be a good 
friend, this group is for you. Men of Integrity meets 
Saturdays at the Fry’n Pan Restaurant on west 41st 
at 7:30 a.m. For more information contact Sean 
Ervin at 759-5199, or contact the church office.

The FUMC Season Opener for Men is an annual 
gathering in August. Each year nearly 100 men 
and boys enjoy a wonderful outdoor dinner. We 
gather to renew Christian Fellowship and to make 
new friends. Featured speakers at this event have 
shared personal and life changing experience. 

All men are encouraged to make plans for this fantastic 
evening of fellowship. To become involved contact Sean 
Ervin at 759-5199, or leave your name at the church 
office to receive information or to become a volunteer. 

You may have heard the latest 
whisperings about our wonderful 
church library, and we will reveal 
more of that as it develops. 

Like any business we are doing a 
year end inventory and have found 
several pieces are missing from our 
collection. We know how things happen, 
so, please check your shelves at home, 
your night stands, wherever you may escape 
with a good book and see if perhaps you can help us 
find these materials. The books, DVDs or CDs should be 
stamped with First United Methodist Church Library. 

You can return the books and other materials any time 
the church is open by using the library drop boxes or 
on Sundays, 9:15-11 a.m. and Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. We 
appreciate your help in making our collection complete. 
If you feel the materials you checked out may have 
been lost or become damaged, we would be willing to 
accept your donation to replace the missing materials.  

The other fun and exciting news is that we are 
offering the United Methodist Women’s reading 
program to children and young adult readers. 

The library has been a long-standing partner with 
United Methodist Women. Participants are encouraged 
to read a minimum of five books per year from 
each category: Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, 
and Spiritual Growth. And regular reading of the 
Response Magazine. All readers achieving this level 
receive recognition at the fall quarterly United Methodist 
Women’s meeting. Children and youth participating 
in the reading program will have their name put in 
the drawing for a Barnes and Nobles gift card. 

The books qualifying for the reading program can be 
found on the cart in the library next to the librarian’s desk. 

So, whether it is something from the reading program, 
a biography, a great classic, 
a life changing devotional or 
something you can share with 
your children, let us help you 
curl up with a good   
book or two this winter. 

We are here to help make those 
cold winter days and nights pass 
faster. I cannot think of better 
way to kick off the New Year. 

See you in the stacks!

All February Here @ First 
newsletter information 
and articles are due by 
Wednesday, January 24. 

The January newsletter will  
be mailed on Wednesday, January 31. Please email  
your information to Pam Knuth at knuthp@sfumc.org

Banquet Ministry 
by Lynne Jones

School Partnership with  
Lowell Elementary 
by Lynne Jones

Support our Lowell friends by attending their next 
Epic Build on February 1, 1–2:30 p.m. As a Computer 
Science Immersion School, students in every grade 
learn computer programming. An Epic Build is a chance 
for each student to showcase the computer programs 
they have written. The students work extremely hard all 
quarter and love to share what they have done. Just a 
little bit of your time makes a huge impact on these kids. 

We have a special “First UMC supports Lowell” 
sticker for you to wear that day so that we are 
identified as supporters from First UMC. 

Contact Lynne Jones at jonesl@sfumc.org for 
more information or to pick up your sticker.

 

Puerto Rico Mission Trip  
June 30-July 6, 2018
by Pastor Andrea Johnson 

We are planning, preparing and praying for   
Puerto Rico and our upcoming summer mission trip. 

Speaking of praying, consider buying a travel mug or 
coffee cup to support the youth going on the trip. 

Here is the tie in to praying — how many of you drink 
coffee in the morning (and many other times throughout 
the day)? 

The idea behind these mugs is not for you to have one 
more thing to clutter your cupboard, but to have a 
reminder in front of you to be in prayer for Puerto Rico as 
they continue to struggle in many parts of the island with 
many things that we tend to take for granted (electricity, 
clean water, clear and 
drivable roads). 

It is a reminder to pray 
for the youth and 
families of this church 
that are planning 
to spend a week of 
the summer being 
the hands and feet 
of Jesus to people 
that really need to be 
reminded of the hope 
of Christ! 

Our 2018 Banquet Ministry dates  
have been set, and we will continue  
to serve twice a month: breakfast at  
the downtown location on the third 
Tuesday of each month, and dinner at the west   
location on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 

If you have never served with us, we invite you to give  
it a try in 2018. 

It’s a wonderful way to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
in our community, and enjoy fellowship while serving 
alongside others from First UMC. 

Contact Gary Healy at ghealy6@sio.midco.net for 
information on the downtown breakfast, or Lynne Jones at 
jonesl@sfumc.org for information on the west side dinner.

After a successful first half of the season, our final two 
concerts are coming up soon. Mark your calendars to 
attend! Tickets are $20 in advance, $22 at the door. This is a 
great way to invite a someone who doesn’t have a church 
home to check us out.

• Kickin’ Brass, Friday, 
March 9 @ 7 p.m.   
Kickin’ Brass is a modern 
10+ piece big band with 
horns. They bring you 
REAL MUSIC with REAL 
MUSICIANS putting on REAL ENTERTAINMENT. Their 
music ranges from big band to rock to blues, with 
a few surprises thrown in. Proceeds will be given to 
Child’s Voice.

• Collegiate Choir 
Showcase, Sunday, 
April 8 @ 3 p.m. 

 Come hear the region’s 
best and brightest 
as choirs from area 
universities come together in this unique concert 
experience. Proceeds will be given to participating 
schools music scholarship programs.

(concert series)


