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Spiritual growth is an on-going process. To grow in our 
relationship with God we continue to hone the disciplines 
of prayer, devotional life and worship. Our next two sermon 
series will lead us in our journey to Easter.

For three weeks, Feb 17, Feb 24 and March 3 we will be 
seeking ways to incorporate peace in our lives. The series 
will be based on the book “The Anatomy of Peace” which 
has been one of the books we are encouraged to read in 
light of our upcoming Special General Conference (Feb 23-
26). We are in a time when peace is an important attribute to 
incorporate more fully in our lives.

The season of Lent will begin on March 6, Ash Wednesday, 
with our Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30 in the Sanctuary. 
This year our Lenten focus will be on the life of the Apostle 
Paul. We will witness together Paul’s journey as a Christian. 
Hopefully his witness will equip us on our missional journey 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer is an important piece of our spiritual development. 
Intimacy with God equips us in living rich and full daily lives.

Please pray for our Special General Conference each day and 
through February 23-26. We pray for God’s breakthrough 
and continued gift of mission and ministry. 

Lastly, what a wonderful day we had last Sunday dedicating 
the Leopard Library located now on the first floor of our 

church! We are so excited for 
the opportunities for ministry 
with our newly designed 
Library. It was a joy having 
Sue Leopard Weidner along 
with her husband Tom and 
daughter Sarah to celebrate this 
milestone occasion with us. 

Stop in and check out the 
Library some Sunday when you are here in worship!

Blessings,

 

Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

EQUIPPING the SAINTS  with Senior Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

here@
FIRST

Church Office Closed 
The church office will be 
closed Monday, February 18 
for Presidents Day.

29th Annual! Shrove Tuesday

Flapjack Follies
Tuesday, March 5, 4:30-6:30pm

$5 Adults / $3 Children
Multi Purpose Room

Just Whistling Dixie   Joyce and Phil Vos
And much more entertainment

Purchase tickets by the Information Center or 
through any Chancel Choir member.

Proceeds will go towards purchasing musical instrumentsfor Lowell Elementary.



•  Alice Tubbs
•  Elwood Moore
•  John Pierson

DEATH:
•  Phyllis Faragher   

(wife of Ray Faragher)
•  Ellen Bailey (aunt of Cheryl 

Finney, sister of Darlene Finney)
•  Mary Engeltjes (sister-in-law of 

Larry (Sue) Engeltjes)
•  Pam White (sister-in-law of 

Lana White, Stacey Nagel and 
Sally Dossett, daughter-in-law of 
Donna White)

•  Helen Roddewig (mother of 
Paula (Bob) Ruedebusch)

OCT/NOV ATTENDANCE
•  December 23 – 467
•  Christmas Eve Services – 956
•  December 30 – 303
2018 Year to Date Average – 432
•  January 6, 2019 – 395

 

Whisperings from the Library 
by Cynthia McConniel, Librarian

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!

We have been given a beautiful 
gift of a new library space. Here you 
can read for fun and learning, meet 
with friends and family, or join a study 
group to grow your faith. It is a bright 
and cheery space, but we are looking for 
the final piece, you. 

We have an open space on the wall above our 
computers that we are inviting artists to display 
their work on a rotation basis. 

Whether you paint, 
draw, do photography 
or use other mediums  
we would like to show 
off your God given gifts 
to others in the church. 
If you are a sculptor, 
we would be happy 
to display your work 
on the shelves in our 
windows. 

If you are interested in displaying your work in the library, 
please contact Cynthia McConniel and set up a time. 

Finally, mark your calendars for Sunday, February 10 for the 
Love of Reading Book Fair. We will be accepting used books 
up until the Saturday, February 9. A perfect time to clear 
the shelves and maybe pick up a few new reads for your 
collection.

Until then we will see in the stacks.
HOSPITAL
•  Arden Shields
•  Karene Huntley
•  Mary Walton
•  Connie Geiken
•  Thomas Denny Sanford
•  LeRoy Quatier
•  Cheryl White
•  Connie Colwill
•  Lynn Pederson
•  Lois Appel
•  Steven Stewart
•  Sharon Johnson

First Church Family

Jill Johnson with her Geode Resin Art.

The March Here @ First 
newsletter information and articles 
are due by 4:30 p.m., Fri., Feb 15. 
The Feb. newsletter will be mailed 
on Wed, Feb. 27. Please email 
your information to Pam Knuth  
at knuthp@sfumc.org

UMCOR Health Kit Items  
It is that time of the year again, when we begin to collect 
items for the UMCOR Health Kits. There have been a few 
slight changes in the kits, plus we have decided to try to use 
up some of our supply of items and set a goal for how many 
kits we would like to complete this year.  

What Is Needed To Complete 250 Kits:

• 220 Hand Towels

   • 73 Washcloths

   • 201 Combs (Need to have at least 6 inches of teeth) 

   • 250 Toenail or Fingernail Clippers    
(No emery boards or metal files)  

   • 86 Bath Soap Bars      
(3 oz or larger, No Ivory or Jergens) 

   • 66 Adult Toothbrushes

   • 250 Bandaids (3/4 “ x 3”) 

   •   One Gallon Ziploc Bags (Do not need any)

These items can be dropped off in the 
church office.

Once we have filled 250 kits we will set another goal. 
Thanks for considering this hands-on project that will help 
people who do not have the basic necessities of life.

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Mary Jane Richardson at 605-940-1414 

or maryjane@sio.midco.net

Wedded Band 

by Carolyn Vollan

Wedded Band will meet Wednesday, March 6, Ash 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. at the Original Pancake House. 
We have pledged to continue monthly financial  support 
in 2019 for the United Day Care, Kidstop and Banquet 
Ministries. Join us for meetings of warm fellowship and 
interesting programs. Clarice Voigt is our leader.

S.A.G.E.S.
by Carole Priest
S.A.G.E.S. meets again on Wednesday, February 13, at  
11:30 a.m. The program will be Loren McManus from  
the Police Dept. speaking on “Opiod Crisis and Safety  
for Senior Citizens” Please make your reservation by 
Monday, Feb 11, 3 p.m. 

Kidstop will continue to be the Signature Mission until 
September 2019. Thank you for all of your support and 
involvement with the 2018 events and drives; keep an eye 
out for new opportunities in 2019!

You may notice a repeat of the Mission of the Month…
no, this is not an accident! Mission of the Month will now 
run for a two-month timespan. This change is the result 
of a purposeful effort to raise awareness and encourage 
multiple opportunities within the Mission of Month 
ministries and agencies. 

With that being said – Habitat for Humanity is the 
Mission of the Month for February. 

• Did you know that FUMC volunteers time and services 
to a Habitat build once a month? 

• Did you know that you, your family and all of your 
friends are welcome to serve with fellow FUMC 
members at these builds? 

We are always looking for new faces to join our ministries! 

For more information on the Signature Mission, the new 
Mission of the Month concept, or to get involved, please 
email Bre at whiteb@sfumc.org. 

Be part of the future. 
Remember the church in your will.

Rich Greeno Memorial
There is a group of former athletes and friends who are 
raising funds for a life size statue of Rich Greeno to be  
placed in our community.

We have been invited to participate in a gift as First United 
Methodist Church. Rich and Rosemary and their family 
were long time members of First Church. Rich was an  
usher for many years.

A goal of $1,500 has been set for our church goal and so  
we are inviting persons who would like to make a gift to 
make a gift to the Rich Greeno Memorial Fund. Please  
place your gift in the offering plate, mail or drop off in  
the church office.

There are brochures available in our brochure rack near the 
Leopard Library as well as Orin Ellwein or Pastor Bob would 
be willing to answer any questions.

S.A.L.S.A.   
Single Adult Ladies Sharing Adventures

I need to clarify what SALSA is and is not. We are not an 
organization that you join. Several of us plan an event to 
attend or a program that sounds like something we as 
senior single women would all enjoy. Anyone then can 
reply and signup and attend with all of us. No dues, no 
meetings, no group or organization – just deciding what 
you would like to be a part of and joining in. And there will 
be times that our events welcome anyone.

Be watching for information about a special speaker 
in March: John Hegg, former school counselor, will be 
presenting the program: “Epidemic: Loneliness and Living 
Alone for Seniors”. Open to all.

We may attend the Schmeckfest Friday, April 5, meal is 
$22. Not sure about transportation yet. Register at the 
Information Center if interested. Carol Flynn, 338-1421 • 
cflynn@sio.midco.net 


