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“Faith is the reality of what we hope  
for, the proof of what we don’t see.”  
~ Hebrews 11: 1 

What a wonderful experience to look 
at the lives of our biblical ancestors 
and their journeys of faith! Our Hall of 
Faith sermon series looked at these 
ancestors and hopefully strengthened 
us in our journeys of faith. 

Our August sermon series is The 
Wesley Challenge. Wesley was a 
believer in weekly small covenant 
groups to help people grow deeper in 
their faith in Jesus. We will look at 21 
questions that were asked during these 
covenant group sessions and have a 
bookmark available for everyone.

Our fall sermon 
series starts 
Sept. 9. This 
series will focus 
on overcoming 
fear in our lives. Join us in worship to 
seek and experience God’s word with 
Unafraid: Living with Courage and 
Hope. It will guide us into living lives 
that overcome our everyday fears.

I invite each member and friend to pray 
that God uses these times of worship 
to help us grow in faith!

Blessings,

EQUIPPING the SAINTS 
with Senior Pastor Bob Ruedebusch

The Sept Here @ First newsletter 
information and articles are 
due by 4:30 pm, Tuesday, Aug 21. 
The Sept newsletter will be mailed 
on Wednesday, Aug 29. Please  
email your information to Pam  
Knuth at knuthp@sfumc.org

Welcome Ron!
We Welcome Ron Olson as our 

New Visitation Pastor! 

Ron and his wife Michelle and 
daughter Maija moved here from 
Bowman, ND. He is the son of Dick 
and Beryl Olson. 

Ron will be making weekly visits to 
the hospital and retirement centers 
to care for the spiritual needs of our 
members. 

We are so glad you are here Ron!

                                St. Francis House

Our August Mission of the Month is the   
St. Francis House.  Text SFUMC to 77977 to give, or 
note MOM in the memo of your check.

St. Francis House is a transitional housing program for the 
homeless offering hospitality, fellowship, and support. 
Their program provides shelter, food, case management, 
and numerous supportive services geared towards 
reaching long-term goals of employment, independent 
housing, addiction recovery, and money management. 

Mission
oftheMonth

Thank You from Urban Plunge 

Dear First United Methodist,Thank you for your hospitality for our weekend 

mission trip. I loved all the rooms in the building 

and the sanctuary especially. The heritage in the 

room is present and it’s a magnificent building. You 

should be proud of your church and it’s people. 

God Bless. 
“You yourselves like living stones are being built up 

as a spiritual house, to be a holy  priesthood to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.” ~1 Peter 2:5Thank you from Urban Plunge

WOMEN OF ALL AGES, 
TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND SAVE THE DATE!

2018 Joyce Meyer Love Life Women’s Conference
Live-streamed at FUMC
October 25 – 27, 2018
Nominal charge TBD

More information to come.

Ron Olson
Visitation Pastor

ronolson58@gmail.com



Lydia Project
General Conference of the United Methodist is going to 
be in Minneapolis in 2020. 

The Host Operations Team has developed a special 
hospitality imitative that will make a wonderful impact 
on our guests. They intend to greet every delegate, 
bishop and spouse with a handmade scarf to serve not 
only as a memento of General Conference, but also as 
a practical solution to air conditioned rooms. For many 
of the delegates they will experience a 20-30 degree 
temperature drop when they arrive in Minneapolis from 
their home. 

This is where we come in, they are planning to have 
10,000 purple hand knit or crocheted scarves. The 
scarves are going to be Royal Purple. The yarn needs to 
be acrylic and please wash the scarf after it is made. As 
you are making the scarves, please pray for the General 
Conference 2020 and the recipient of your scarf. 

The suggested knit and crocheted patterns are in the 
church office. There are also tags in the office to complete 
and attach to the scarf with purple yarn. Once the scarves 
are made and laundered, they need to be put in a 1 
gallon Ziploc bag and brought to the church office. We 
will take them to Annual Conference next year. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Jane 
Richardson at 940-1414 or maryjane@sio.midco.net. 

Thank you for your participation in the example of 
radical hospitality! 

On June 30, 17 youth and 17 adults left for a crazy, fun 
and rewarding trip to the Mayaguez area of Puerto 
Rico for six full days of ministry. During our mission, 
we scraped and painted a house and the fence around 
our host church, prayed for the neighborhood, played 
games, and prayed over people in the housing projects. 
It was a whirlwind week of spending time with God and 
God’s children where all of us left with changed hearts, 
enlightened minds, and a drive to do more ministry in our 
own back yard. 

Prior to Puerto Rico, 9 youth and 3 adults left from the 
church parking lot for Fargo North Dakota for a mission 
trip appropriately titled: IMPACT Fargo. June 18 - 20, we 
did work at various places, hoping to make an impact 
on the Fargo-Morehead area. While there, we worked 
with food banks, homeless shelters, faith based thrift 
stores, non-profits focused on creation care, played with 
kids, cleaned a school, and gave new socks and shoes to 
children that needed them. 

Both of these places are and were in great need. Both of 
these places taught different things to different people. 
Both of these places need continued prayer, support and 
love. 

One of my favorite things to teach the youth group is 
a variation of our vision statement. I tell them that we 
go out of this building to be a sanctuary of Christian 
hope, love, and encouragement where ever we go. 
That’s what we did with these mission trips. We became 
that sanctuary for an unknown number of people both 
directly and indirectly. 

It is my prayer that the drive for mission work extends 
from these 43 people, into the congregation and into  
the world. 

Amen!

Fargo and Puerto Rico Mission 
Trip Recap by Curtis Mittendorf

KidStop Thank You!
by Kassidi Smith 

As FUMC’s Signature Mission for 2018, KidStop would like 
to extend a sincere thank you for the incredible impact 
you’ve made on our organization so far this year. The 
clothes, backpack and school supply drives held over the 
summer months will now outfit our children just in time 
for the school year; a time many of our families struggle 
with, especially when there are multiple children in the 
family to buy for. We will hold a ‘KidStop One Stop Shop’ 
on August 17, where the kids will receive an outfit, shoes, 
socks, underwear and a backpack with supplies, all 
thanks to your generosity. 

Your donations have also made it possible for us to 
purchase a refrigerator, used for storing snacks and food 
for our families, as well as new classroom tables that will 
enhance our daily activities. Additionally, we are using 
donated funds to bring several classrooms downstairs 
up to state licensing standards, allowing us to finally 
begin our long-awaited middle school program during 
the 2018-2019 school year!  We are truly grateful and 
look forward to growing our program and touching the 
lives of more children and families with your continued 
support. 

Next Generation Ministry
Youth @ First — 4 years - 5th grade

SUNDAY
Kids’ Connection
Sunday mornings during all 3 worship services right 
before the sermon, the kids are dismissed to the Kids’ 
Connection time. This is a  time to connect with God and 
other kids and grow in faith. There is a time of singing, 
prayer, a bible lesson that follows the same passage as 
the morning sermon, and fun! Each week, the kids will 
receive a take home sheet with some questions and 
activities for the family to explore throughout the week.

WEDNESDAY
Ignite Kids

• 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Supper
• 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Kids Choir
• 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Worship
• 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. Games in the Multi Purpose Room

Kid’s Choir
• 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Kids Choir

Songs will also be learned on Sunday mornings during 
Kid’s Connection. Kids will sing in Wednesday worship 
twice a month and sing on Sunday mornings during the 
9:45 a.m. service about once a month.

Youth @ First — 6th - 12th grade

SUNDAY
Youth Sunday School

• 9:00 a.m. 
• 10:00 a.m.  

Youth Connection
• 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Youth will gather for a time to connect with God and 
other friends and grow in their faith. Time will be spent 
sharing a meal together, studying God’s word and maybe 
getting a little crazy playing games!

WEDNESDAY
Ignite Youth

• 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Youth Room Opens
• 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Worship
• 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Lesson/Games

Confirmation for the 8th Grade Students
(or older that have not yet been confirmed)

• 5:45 - 6:30 p.m. Class/Mentor Meeting
• 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Worship

Other confirmation attendance requirements include 
serving Nightwatch breakfast one time, Turkey Dinner 
and two Confirmation Retreats.

Adopt a Backpack!
by Bre White 

Back-to-school season can be a stressful time for 
everyone. Different drives held throughout the   
summer months have collected items to help alleviate 
some of these stresses for families of our Signature 
Mission, KidStop. 

The final drive, “Adopt a Backpack,” will kickoff July 29. 
Grab one of the bags, fill it with the supplies on the list 
attached to it, and bring it back on or before Aug. 12. 

The supply-filled backpacks, along with clothing, socks, 
underwear, and a pair of shoes from Samaritan’s Feet  
will be distributed at the KidStop One Stop Shop on 
Aug. 17. For more information on any of the drives or the 
One Stop Shop, email Bre at whiteb@sfumc.org.

First Church Family
DEATH
• Delbert Heesch   
  (husband of Matie Heesch,     
   father of Nyle (Jill) Heesch)
• Warren Giere (step-father  
   of Joyce (Phil) Vos)

HOSPITALZED
• Linda Schneekloth
• Angela Huber
JUN / JUL ATTENDANCE
06/24 - 333
07/01 - 319

07/08 - 360
07/15 - 286
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Wedded Band 1:30pm 
Women’s Summer Book 
Study 6:30pm 
 

2 
Unity Praise Team 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
The Light Band 
Rehearsal 6pm 
Ministry at Gospel 
Mission 8pm 
 
 

3 
 

4 

5 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 (Communion) 

6 
 

7 
Vacation Bible School 
8:30am 

8 
Vacation Bible School 
8:30am 
SAGES 11:30am 
VBS Block Party 5:30pm 
Women’s Summer Book 
Study 6:30pm 
 

9 
Unity Praise Team 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
The Light Band 
Rehearsal 6pm 
 

10 11 
Habitat for Humanity 
Team Build 8:30am 
 

12 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
 

13 
Staff Parish Meeting 
5:30pm 
 

14 
Golf Outing! 6pm 
Library Board Meeting 
6pm 

15 
 

16 
The Light Band 
Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
Nancy Circle 7pm 
 
 

17 
KidStop One Stop Shop 

18 
Samaritans Feet 9am 
First UMC at Riverfest! 
5pm 

19 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

20 
Finance Meeting 5:30pm 
 

21 
Serve the Banquet 
(downtown) 5:30am 
 

22 
Guys Night Out! (Men’s 
Season Opener) 4pm 

23 
The Light Band 
Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Sunday Worship: 8:30, 
9:30 @ Leif Ericson, 9:45, 
11:00 
 

27 
Nightwatch at Hayward 
4pm 
Next Generation 
Meeting 7pm 

28 
Serve the Banquet West 
4:30pm 
Trustees 5:30pm 
Church Council 7pm  
 

29 
Media Mailing Team 
1pm 
 

30 
The Light Band 
Rehearsal 6pm 
Unity Praise Team 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

31  
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u
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8

S.A.G.E.S. Senior Adults 
Growing, Exploring, Serving

Wednesday, Aug  8, 11:30 AM - 1 PM 
Program will be on therapy dogs. 

Some of the dogs will attend as well!

PLEASE NOTE: 
The $6 noon meal reservation deadline 
is Monday, Aug 6, at 4 p.m. Please call 
the church office at 336-3652 to RSVP.

Attention All First 
UMC Golfers!  

Tuesday, Aug 14, 5:30 PM
9 holes at Spring Creek Golf Course
$31 covers unlimited golf and a cart

Players receive a swag
bag of fun goodies!

This is how it works:  
2 persons sign up… then they ask 2 
friends outside of FUMC to make a 
4-some! Sign up at the Information 
Center or by contacting Pam Knuth, 
knuthp@sfumc.org, or 336-3652.

Samaritan’s Feet 
Shoe Giveaway

Saturday, Aug 18
8 AM - 12 PM

Volunteers are needed to make this 
wonderful event a success. Help spread 
the love of Christ and make a difference 
in the life of a child. 

To sign up, go to sfumc.org, scroll down 
the home page to the Samaritan’s Feet 
event and click. You can also contact  
Bre at whiteb@sfumc.org.

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, Aug 19, All Services

Bring your backpack to be blessed for 
the new school year!

Guys’ Steak Dinner
(aka Season Opener) 

Wednesday, Aug 22, 5 - 8 PM 
Leif Ericson Park

$10 adults / $6-12 and under

Bishop Bruce Ough will be our featured 
speaker with a message especially for 
our group! 

Our goal is to re-engage our men and 
youth as the summer draws to a close. 
Invite your father, grandfather, sons  
and grandsons to join you. 

We’re reaching out to other Methodist 
Churches to encourage their men and 
youth to join us as well. 

We’ll be serving hot dogs for guests 
preferring an alternative to the steak 
dinner. Tickets are available at the church 
office or online at www.sfumc.org.
 

Make sure this fun event is blocked 
out on your schedule and get your 

tickets today!



N
ightw

atch
D

ear N
ightw

atch,

Thank you for doing w
hat you do. Today w

e put sm
iles on adults 

and kids faces. You are really putting the spirit of G
od in them

.

Urban Plunge M
ission G

roup

D
id you know

 that First U
M

C 
is now

 serving a N
ightw

atch 
m

eal on the 4
th M

onday of 
each m

onth from
 the H

ayw
ard 

Elem
entary Parking lot? 

This new
 location has proven 

to fill a large need  —
 serving 

alm
ost 90 individuals, m

ostly 
children, last m

onth! 

The Sunday m
orning N

ightw
atch m

inistry continues to feed 
those in need right here in our church neighborhood. And 
w

e are continuing to see a rise in num
bers each w

eek and 
anticipate this trend to continue as the w

eather gets nicer. 

W
e are in need of volunteers to help serve these m

eals! Serving 
takes about an hour com

m
itm

ent and is fairly sim
ple – som

eone 
does the grocery shopping and cooking for you; all you need to do 
is get one or tw

o fam
ily m

em
bers or friends to help serve the m

eal! 

If you w
ould like to volunteer to prepare one of these 

m
eals, w

e have opportunities for that as w
ell. 

If you are interested in helping w
ith this m

inistry, please stop by the 
Inform

ation Center to sign up or em
ail Bre at w

hiteb@
sfum

c.org.

    

Change in U
M

CO
R School Kits  

U
M

CO
R has changed their requirem

ents for the U
M

CO
R School Kits this 

year. W
e no longer need the cloth bags! The School Kits w

ill now
 be 

packed in 2 gallon Ziploc Bags. A
ny cloth bags that have already been 

m
ade can be brought to the church offi

ce and they w
ill be donated to the 

O
ut in Faith M

inistry in W
illiston N

D
.  

In July, w
e w

ill collect the item
s for the school kits, please note there are 

som
e changes in w

hat is in the kit too, they now
 w

ant the notebooks and 
loose leaf paper. W

e have plenty of pencils on hand, so w
e do not need 

to collect the pencils this year. Please m
ark them

 for U
M

CO
R.

Please drop off
 at the church offi

ce
• 

O
ne pair blunt scissors

 
 

Round tip only
 

  
N

o plastic scissors

• 
O

ne box of 24 crayons
 

 
O

nly 24-count boxes are accepted

• 
Three one-subject notebooks

 
 

N
o m

arble com
position books

 
 

N
o 3 or 5-subject notebooks

• 
O

ne pack of loose-leaf paper
 

 
100-200 page packets are acceptable

 
 

W
ide or college rule accepted

• 
O

ne hand-held pencil sharpener
 

 
1-inch or longer

 
 

Rem
ove from

 packaging

• 
O

ne ruler
 

 
12 inches or 30 centim

eters long
 

 
Sturdy or flexible m

aterial accepted

• 
O

ne eraser
 

 
Tw

o inches or larger

• 
O

ne tw
o-gallon re-sealable plastic bag
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